
At the Crabtree Marriot 
in Raleigh, 420 registered 
attendees showed up for 
the two-day Conservative 
Leadership Conference 
event on April 13-14. CLC 
attendance grew by 70 
attendees from the previ-
ous year. 

One of those present 
was Jinyoung Moon, 27, 
who lives in Seoul, South 
Korea. “I’m a conservative 
interested in American con-
servativism,” said Moon. 
The South Korean was in 
the United States visit-
ing a friend and made his 
way to the two-day confer-
ence. “Russell Kirk’s ‘The 
Conservative Mind’ really 
shaped and influenced a 
lot of my thinking,” Moon 
added. 

“I love the ‘Prager U’ 
videos and watch them in 

Korea with Korean sub-
titles.” Moon praised  
keynote speaker Dennis 
Prager, calling his speech 
“important and awesome.” 

Prager, a bestselling 
author and radio host, 
took the stage on April 13 
after Lt. Gov. Dan Forest. 
“We’re in trouble because 
there is not a universal 
longing for freedom any-
more,” Prager declared. 

Prager pointed out that 
secularism crowds out lim-
ited government because 
the Left now politiciz-
es everything. He noted 
that conservatives do and 
should have most of their 
interests outside of poli-
tics. “For the Left, their 
life is politics.” 

Prager declared that there 
is a difference between lib-
erals and the Left. “Alan 

Dershowitz is a lib-
eral,” Prager noted. 
“Dershowitz said he 
was more afraid of the 
Left than the Right.” 
Taking a swipe at the 
neo-segregation efforts 
by the Left, Prager 

noted that “Leftists support 
all-black dorms on cam-
pus, liberals never did.” He 
focused part of his remarks 
by highlighting the fact 
that many young people 
march today to restrict the 
rights of others and for 

themselves.
He added that most col-

leges have “taught students 
to look at the Founders 
not as great men but white 
men.” He offered prescient 
thoughts too on the restric-

Attendance Up as Greg Gutfeld 
and Dennis Prager Shine at CLC
BY RAY NOTHSTINE
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BY CIVITAS STAFF

BY SUSAN MYRICK

DEFYING THE LAW
GOV. COOPER SEEKS TO EXPAND FAILED MEDICAID PROGRAM

Civitas Action Updated for 2017 NCGA

The tone for the Cooper 
administration may have been 
set just a few days after Roy 
Cooper’s midnight swearing-
in when he said he wanted 
to expand the already over-
crowded Medicaid program. 
And he claimed he could do 
so by executive order, bypassing 
state law.

Moreover, the new governor’s 
plan would put jobs at risk, bill 
taxpayers for $600 million, make 
health care worse for the very 
people Medicaid is supposed 
to help, and embroil the state 
in more courtroom squabbles.

“Just days into his term as 
governor, Roy Cooper already 
intends to violate his oath of 
office with a brazenly illegal 
attempt to force a massive, 
budget-busting Obamacare 
expansion on North Carolina 
taxpayers,” Senate leader Phil 
Berger (R-Rockingham) replied. 

“Cooper is three strikes and 
out on his attempt to break 
state law. He does not have the 
authority to unilaterally expand 
Obamacare, his administration 
cannot take steps to increase 
Medicaid eligibility, and our 
Constitution does not allow 

him to spend billions of state tax 
dollars we don’t have to expand 
Obamacare without legislative 
approval,” Berger added. 

He and House Speaker Tom 

Moore sent a letter to the 
federal Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services asking 
the agency to deny Cooper’s 
request.

In mid-January, U.S. District 
Judge Louise Flanagan issued 
a temporary restraining order 

Civitas Action (at www.
civitasaction.org) has been 
producing its annual legislative 
ranking since the 2008 legislative 
session.

The ranking analyzes each 
member’s vote on important 
legislation to better decipher 
his or her ideological stance 
on the issues. 

In an effort to continue to 
improve the Civitas Action 
experience, we have added two 
new pages to the website ahead 
of the 2017 session. 

Now users can, at a glance, 
see how their legislators have 
voted on key legislation during 
their time at the North Carolina 
General Assembly. Legislators’ 
lifetime scores are now on one 
page. The second new page on 
Civitas Action allows users to 
see how legislators voted on a 
selected bill as a group. 

Civitas Action’s legislative 
ranking website has been updated 

in other ways and is now ready 
for the 2017 legislative session. 
Civitas Action added nearly 30 
new legislators to the website. 
While the Civitas Action website 
was updated in 2016 to offer a 
more user-friendly experience, 
at the time we also began to 
track legislative votes as soon as 
possible after the vote occurred. 

The updates provide a final 
overview of the election results. 
As is always the case, incumbents 
held the clear advantage in the 
recent November election. In 
the 120-member state House, 
97 incumbents won re-election. 
Nonetheless, there will be new 
legislators voting on bills this  
session.

The election resulted in a net 
loss of one Republican in the 
state House. 

• Twelve Republican candidates 
won open seats left by Republican 
representatives retiring or otherwise 
moving on.

• Four Democrats won open 
seats left by Democrats. One of 
the open seats had been held by 
Rep. Paul Luebke (D-Durham), a 
veteran legislator who passed away 
a week before Election Day. His 
name appeared on the ballot and 
he garnered 73.9 percent of the 
vote; his challenger, Republican 
Elissa Fuchs, received 26.2 
percent. The Democrat Party 
has chosen Philip Lehman to 
serve out Luebke’s term.

• Three Democrats beat Republican 
incumbents, compared to two 
Republicans beating Democrat 
incumbents.

• One Republican won a seat 
left open by a Democrat and 
one Democrat took a seat left 
by a Republican not seeking 
reelection.

On the Senate side, 44 incumbents 
won reelection and the GOP 
had a net gain of one seat.

• One Republican beat a 
Democrat incumbent.

• Four Republicans won open 
seats vacated by Republicans and 
one Democrat won an open 
seat that had been held by a 
Democrat.

In addition, new Gov. Roy 
Cooper has selected two sitting 
legislators to serve in his cabinet, 
resulting in two open seats in the 
House that will be filled by the 
Democrat Party. Susi Hamilton 
(D-New Hanover) was picked 
as the new Secretary of Natural 
and Cultural Resources and Larry 
Hall (D-Durham) to head the 
Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs. 

The Civitas Action Conservative 
Effectiveness Ranking is the only 
rating system in North Carolina 
that allows the citizens of North 
Carolina to gauge how their 
state legislator actually votes 
on important bills, and offers 
a score to better determine the 
member’s overall ideological 
stance on the pivotal issues.�

to block the move to expand 
Medicaid. But lawyers for state 
and federal health bureaucracies 
immediately asked the judge to 
lift the order. Whatever happens 

with that, observers expect the 
legal tussles to continue.

State law and Medicaid
A 2013 North Carolina law 

states: “No department, agency, 
or institution of this State shall 
attempt to expand the Medicaid 

eligibility standards provided in 
S.L. 2011-145, as amended, or 
elsewhere in State law, unless 
directed to do so by the General 
Assembly.”

Moreover, according to a 2015 
law, “The General Assembly 
shall determine the eligibility 
categories and income thresholds 
for the Medicaid and N.C. 
Health Choice programs.”

Finally, a law passed last year 
says the state Department of 

Health and Human Services 
will administer Medicaid.

Berger and Moore also 
observed that the state 
Constitution reserves spending 
power to the General Assembly, 
and the expansion of Medicaid 
here would cost at least $600 
million annually. In other 
words, they asserted, Cooper 
is implicitly asking for the state 
to spend money, but only the 
legislature can approve such 
spending.

Cooper’s office said, however, 
the state laws infringe on his 
powers as chief executive and 
don’t apply to his draft plan. 

Flawed program
In addition, the expansion 

would spend hundreds of 
millions to merely add mostly 
able-bodied adults to a welfare 
program that is already on the 
brink of failure.

First of all, this controversy has 
helped to explode another myth: 
If North Carolina turns down 
Medicaid expansion, the federal 
funds involved will instead go 
to another state. Cooper himself 

The state Senate opened with its usual pomp in January, but already Gov. 
��������������������������������������������������������������������������
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One of the best things 
about the Conservative 
Leadership Conference 
was seeing people from 
across the state who are 
passionate about human 
freedom and individual 
liberty. I was impressed 
too with Dennis Prager’s 
remarks and his comments 
about the Founding Fathers 
and their capacity to claim 
inherent rights apart from 
the Crown because of 
the Creator. “We are free 
because God wants us to 
be free” is a simple yet 
profound line that unfor-

tunately is lost on so many 
Americans today. And it 
was encouraging to see 
so many young people 
mobbing Prager after his 
speech. 

The address by 
Christopher Scalia is worth 
mentioning too because 
he highlighted his late 
father’s desire to use many 
of his speeches to educate 
the citizenry on American 
civics. Civic illiteracy is 
a monumental problem 
that works to impede not 
only the common good, 
but constraints on govern-

ment. North Carolina and 
the entire nation are in 
need of leaders who are 
less interested in their own 
power, but instead work to 
empower citizens, and part 
of that is through using 
their position and influ-
ence for civic education. 

Matt Caulder offers 
up a good take on the 
remarks by Lt. Gov. Dan 
Forest. Some of the North 
Carolina media and a few 
lawmakers tried to gin up 
controversy around the 
speech, claiming inac-
curately that Forest said 

Democrats do not hold to a 
Christian or religious faith. 
Forest, who did not men-
tion Democrats, was criti-
cal of secularism and how 
it causes people to look to 
government first and fore-
most. 

Brian Balfour has written 
two important essays that 
should cause us to think 
deeper about government 
and our Republic. One 
pertains to law and legisla-
tion, and how the call for 
more lawmaking so often 
works against liberty. Our 
mammoth regulatory state 

and ruling by bureaucrats 
is just one consequence. In 
a separate piece, he looks 
at the words of Friedrich 
Hayek who explained why 
many intellectuals flock 
towards collectivism and 
big government. 

There is more content 
in the issue, including 
CLC content and images. 
Thanks to those who made 
it a priority to attend and 
thank you for your contin-
ued support of our work 
and mission.

FROM THE EDITOR
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All contents may be 
reproduced  if used in context 

and if credit is given to the 
Civitas Institute.
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The big headlines tell 
us that governments 
from Raleigh to 
Washington, D.C., 
are revving up plans to 
do more stuff. But the 
small headlines remind 
us government is 
seldom able to do stuff 
cheaply, competently, 
or even honestly.

NC Medicaid audit
Speaking of flagrant 

incompetence in handling the 
basic details of a government 
program, a recent state auditor’s 
report blasted Medicaid here.

The reported sampled 10 
counties, including the biggest, 
to see how well they processed 
Medicaid applications. The 
report concluded most of the 
counties failed to do a good job 
of processing the applications 
accurately and quickly, and that 
the state Department of Health 
and Human Services didn’t do 
enough to help.

The worst results were:

• Guilford County made 
mistakes in 18.8 percent of 
new applications;

• Wake County handled new 
applications too slowly 26 percent 
of the time;

• Mecklenburg County made 

mistakes 23.2 percent of the time 
when people were reapplying; and

• Guilford County handled 
reapplications too slowly 12.4 
percent of the time.

Though that’s a sample, as you 
see the worst problems affect the 
biggest counties. Who knows 
how bad things are in the 90 
other counties? The program is so 
messed up it may be impossible 
to sort out the situation for the 
whole state. Worst of all, these 
kinds of Medicaid snafus have 
persisted for years in North 
Carolina.

What do we learn from this? 
First of all, liberals claim to 
know that a huge number of 
North Carolinians are eligible 
for Medicaid. But county and 
state governments that actually 
handle the program can’t even 
figure that out properly, including 
for people already enrolled. So 
how anyone else?

Second, new Gov. Roy 
Cooper has called for a massive 
expansion of Medicaid. That’s 
right: Government can’t even 

properly care for the program 
as it is. Yet the governor and 
his allies want to add, oh, a half 
million people to the rolls. 

Student loan stats
Take the seemingly simple 

task of revealing how many 
former college students are 
actually paying back their 
student loans. In January, the 
U.S. Department of Education 
claimed a “coding error” had 
caused a website to grossly inflate 
the loans’ repayment rate.

The statistic at collegescorecard.
ed.gov reports the percentage of 
borrowers who have not defaulted 
and have repaid at least $1 of 
their loan principal.

Note: That isn’t about young 
people who are paying off their 
loans in jig time. This is about 
the very low benchmark of people 
who haven’t actually defaulted, 
and have paid – let me underline 
this – just one measly dollar on 
the principal to be counted as 
“paying off ” their loans.

News reports pointed out 
that until January the site had 
overestimated these repayment 
rates by up to 20 percentage points. 
When corrected, the three-year 
repayment rate dropped from 
61 percent to 41 percent, for 
instance. Rates improved slightly 
at longer terms. But for the typical 
college, fewer than half of its 
former students who avoided 
defaulting paid even $1 toward 
their principal loan balances 
three years and five years after 
leaving school.

What makes this even worse, 

according to The Wall Street 
Journal, is that the federal 
government used the original 
stats to load onerous regulations 
on for-profit institutions because 
such schools had repayment rates 

under 50 percent. The new figures, 
however, show plenty of public 
and private colleges have the 
same dismal performance.

Yet, as news accounts showed, 
the correction of the figures was 
announced on the final Friday 

of the Obama administration, 
when the attention of the nation 
was focused elsewhere. What a 
coincidence, huh?

‘Bullet train’ cost overruns
Elsewhere in this issue, 

Civitas’ Brian Balfour reviews 
why people likely will avoid 
a proposed Durham-Orange 
County light-rail line. Another 
timely news story underlines a 
key element of transit projects: 
They almost always overshoot 
their cost estimates.

California is proposing a 
“bullet train” to go from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles. But 
the Los Angeles Times recently 
uncovered a secret federal report 
that concluded the project might 

cost taxpayers 50 percent more 
than the original estimates — 
$3.6 billion more. And, the paper 
reported, that’s just for the easiest 
part of the route, through the 
state’s Central Valley.

Moreover, that section was 

supposed to be finished this year. 
But, surprise, the confidential 
federal report said that section 
of tracks may not be finished 
until 2024. 

That’s right, the easiest part of 
the project may be 50 percent 
more expensive than expected, 
and will be at least seven or so 
years late.

Remember, these three examples 
aren’t about landing on the moon 
or curing cancer. They are about 
government endeavors that are 
failing at the most ordinary tasks: 
figuring out who is eligible for a 
government program, how many 
students are paying back their 
student loans, and building basic 
infrastructure on time and on 
budget.

This edition of NC Capitol 
Connection could be filled with 
similar stories, but you get the 
idea. Government just isn’t very 
good at even the most basic tasks 
it sets for itself. Remember that 
when politicians start yammering 
about all the wonderful things 
they’re going to do.�

BY JAMES TYNEN
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“Worst of all, these kinds of 
Medicaid snafus have persisted for 

years in North Carolina.”



NC Capitol Connection, May, 2018     3

www.nccapitolconnection.com

Bruno Leoni’s “Freedom and the Law”
BY BRIAN BALFOUR

All contents may be 
reproduced if used in 

context and if credit is 
given to the

Civitas Institute

NC Capitol
Connection

PUBLISHER
Civitas Institute

MANAGING EDITOR
Ray Nothstine

EDITORIAL & ADVERTISING
805 Spring Forest Rd. Ste 100

Raleigh, NC 27609

phone: 919.834.2099
fax: 919.834.2350

NC Capitol Connection is a publication 
of the Civitas Institute

The Civitas Institute is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit dedicated to advancing con-
servative and free-market principles in 

the state of North Carolina.

© 2018 by Civitas Institute

American founding 
father and second U.S. 
President John Adams 
famously included in the 
1780 Massachusetts state 
constitution the concept of 
“a government of laws, not 
of men.” 

Difference Between 
‘Law’ and ‘Legislation’
The concept Adams 

rightly emphasized is criti-
cal to how a society is 
organized. The distinction 
determines the difference 
between a free society 
and one ruled by arbitrary 
diktats from a legislative 
body.

In his 1961 book 
“Freedom and the Law,” 
Italian political philoso-
pher Bruno Leoni insight-
fully discusses the differ-
ences, as he put it, between 
“law” and “legislation.” 
Leoni described laws as 
generally accepted rules of 

conduct within a society, 
developed spontaneously 
throughout generations. 

Likening the develop-
ment of laws to that of 
language, Leoni further 
explained that the process 
is “a spontaneous expres-
sion of the minds of the 
people concerned.”

In short, laws are rules 
of conduct and customs 
that evolved over time, and 
were not designed by any 
given individual or law-
maker.

In contrast, legislation is 
a set of directions, man-
dates or restrictions con-
sciously created by spe-
cific individuals, typically 
in positions of power in a 
governing body. While it is 
entirely possible that legis-
lation can be an articula-
tion of the already prevail-
ing laws among society, far 
too often legislation cre-
ates new rules that either 
contrast with existing laws 
or endeavors to control 
behavior or interactions 
previously not subject to 
rules of just conduct.

Explained Leoni, “In 
this way, legislation has 
undergone a very peculiar 
development. It has come 
to resemble more and more 
a sort of diktat that the win-
ning majorities in the leg-
islative assemblies impose 
upon the minorities, often 
with the result of over-
turning long-established 
individual expectations 
and creating completely 
unprecedented ones.”

Laws Are to Be 
Discovered by Jurists and 
Lawmakers, Not Invented 

Laws, properly under-
stood, evolved and exist-

ed in primitive 
times, and predat-
ed written codes 
and constitutions. 
Therefore, Leoni 
emphasized, the 
proper role of 
jurists was to dis-
cover the existing 
laws and apply 
those laws to 
judge wrongdo-
ing in conflicts. 

Perhaps the ear-
liest example of 
this can be found 
in ancient Roman 
civil law prac-
tices. Here Leoni 
quotes the English 
jurist and Roman 
law scholar 
W.W. Buckland: 
“Hence, private 
Roman law was 
something to be 
described or to be 
discovered, not something 
to be enacted – a world 
of things that were there, 
forming part of the com-
mon heritage of all Roman 
citizens.”

Freedom Requires 
“Laws,” Not 
“Legislation” 

Leoni hailed the fact 
that Roman law and 
later English common 
law shared the idea that 
“nobody is so powerful 
in his society as to be in 
a position to identify his 
own will with the law of 
the land.”

In this sense, Adams’ 
concept of “government 
of laws” provides a check 
against political power 
encroaching on the free-
dom of individuals. When 
the government restricts 
itself to merely discover-

ing the laws of society, 
it prevents the imposition 
of arbitrary preferences of 
a majority being imposed 
on the minority. The fewer 
such arbitrary impositions 
means a greater latitude 
within which citizens can 
freely and peacefully inter-
act. 

A reduction in the amount 
of legislation, Leoni wrote, 
“does definitely result in 
a corresponding increase 
in the number of matters 
in regard to which people 
can make free decisions as 
individuals.” Such a reduc-
tion “seems to be the only 
path left for individual 
freedom to take at the pres-
ent time,” he concluded.

In other words, a soci-
ety that reduces the scope 
of legislative activity – 
even if such legislation is 
enacted by representatives 

democratically elected – is 
a society that maximizes 
freedom. 

Arguably the gravest 
threat to freedom is an 
omnipotent government 
granted the power to shape 
society via arbitrary, con-
sciously designed rules. 
A free society demands a 
government restrained by 
those long-run customs and 
norms of conduct evolved 
over generations outside of 
a central design by freely 
acting individuals.

Leoni’s book is an indis-
pensable resource for those 
wishing to understand and 
articulate the difference 
between law and legisla-
tion, or as Adams put it “a 
government of laws and 
not of men.” Such distinc-
tions are critical in the fight 
for a free society.
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Lt. Gov. Dan Forest 
roused the crowd at 
the Civitas Institute’s 
Conservative Leadership 
Conference (CLC) in 
Raleigh on April 13. Forest 
noted that “simpler” times 
are not gone forever but a 
worthy goal to return to in 
some respects. 

Forest began by talking 
about how after doing a 
few CLCs it becomes hard 
to not say the same thing, 
but that conservative ide-
als are still worth talking 
about.

“You do this enough, 
you come to a conserva-
tive leadership confer-
ence enough times and 
you start sounding like a 
clanging symbol or a gong 
because you start saying 
the same things over and 
over again,” Forest said. 
“And that’s probably the 
challenge with doing this 
more than once is repeat-
ing yourself, but I think 
some things are worth 
repeating when we start 
talking about founding 
principles and economic 
freedom and liberty and 
these ideas, they are worth 
repeating because we are 
not there yet.”

Forest said that things 
may be moving further and 
further from where many 
conservative Americans 
think they should be. 

“In fact we may be get-
ting further away in some 
cases, and so we have 
some challenges cut out 
for us here in front of us, 
and I think we also live 
in really fascinating times 

now,” Forest said. “It’s a 
very unique time to be in 
America where just a cou-
ple weeks ago we see the 
nation celebrating young 
people all across our coun-
try marching on the Capitol 
and marching through the 
streets to take their very 
own freedoms away.”

Forest was referring to 
increased calls to limit 
Second Amendment rights 
in the nation following 
media saturation of school 
shootings. 

“You know it was just a 
few decades ago we were 
watching people march for 
freedom and now we are 
watching them march to 
take your and my freedoms 
away, and theirs too,” he 
said. “And we are celebrat-
ing things like the break-
down of the family, we are 
celebrating the breakdown 

of God in our society and 
these are troubled times.” 

Forest noted that secu-
larism crowds out human 
freedom, causing many 
citizens to look first to gov-
ernment. Forest rebuked 
Republicans in Congress 
for failing to control spend-
ing too. 

He talked about the goal 
of spreading and growing 
conservative ideals as a 
battle and in the face of 
talks about removing the 
Second Amendment rights 
of large segments of the 
population that corollary 
is stronger now than in 
recent times.

“I know when you speak 
at a conference like this, 
and I look out here and I 
see so many faithful con-
servative faces, they’re 
going into battle with us 
every single day to fight 

the tough issues in North 
Carolina, but it really dis-
turbs me when people say 
that those are the times we 
live in and I guess we just 
have to deal with that,” 
he said. “Because I don’t 
think that that really is the 
way it has to be.”

Forest pointed out he 
was not saying that there 
were just the “good old 
days” and that there are not 
more positive things now 
than in the past, but that 
there are important things 
to learn and preserve from 
the past.

“And I’m not going to 
suggest that there really 
is any such thing as the 
‘good old days’ but I cer-
tainly think when I was a 
kid 40 years ago growing 
up, riding my bike around 
the neighborhood, that 
they were certainly sim-

pler times,” he said. 
“It was a time perhaps 

before government started 
to be in control of every-
thing, before government 
really started to run every 
decision in our lives, there 
was a time when the bicy-
cle was ubiquitous instead 
of the iPhone and when 
we wanted to have fun 
as kids we didn’t get on 
our phone or our TVs and 
play games, we got on 
our bikes, gathered up our 
posse and we’d run around 
town. And we played on all 
that dangerous playground 
equipment that has been 
since now gone. Yeah, we 
fell off swings, we fell off 
slides and all those things 
and hit our head, but then 
we came back when it was 
dark outside, we came 
back home and our par-
ents weren’t worried about 
us and they weren’t miss-
ing us, they knew where 
we were and they weren’t 
afraid for our safety, when 
we came home and had a 
knot on our head or a cut 
on our knee they didn’t 
hover over us or sue any-
body, they didn’t call the 
government and say, ‘get 
rid of that playground 
equipment,’ it was a sim-
pler time.”

Forest’s core message 
centered around how 
conservatives should not 
accept that times have 
changed, that there is a 
path to return to a time 
when people were safer, 
and kinder to each other.

Dan Forest Espouses Simpler Times; 
Criticizes Secular Worldview
BY MATT CAULDER
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Utopian visions of planned societies excite the imagination of intellectuals
A leviathan state is the only vehicle for academics to fulfill their desired roles as social reformers
Academia is largely funded and supported by government largesse, no wonder it attracts those that favor 
big government

•
•
•

Why Most Academics are Leftist
BY BRIAN BALFOUR

In an April News & 
Observer article, a faculty 
member expressed con-
cerns about UNC-Chapel 
Hill being “overwhelm-
ingly liberal.”

As a response to such 
concerns, one professor 
asked a mutual friend of the 
article’s author “Doesn’t he 
understand that academics 
are liberal because that is 
the way intelligent people 
think?”

It’s easy to dismiss such 
a childish response, as it 
reflects nothing more than 
an “all smart people think 
like me” assumption held 
by people who insulate 
themselves in an ideologi-
cal bubble.

It does, however, lead 
one to ponder why such a 
disproportionate share of 
academics are Left-wing.

In his 1949 essay 
“The Intellectuals and 
Socialism,” Friedrich 
Hayek explored this topic 
with observations still very 
much alive today.

Intellectuals, according 
to Hayek, are drawn to 
utopian visions. First and 
foremost among those 
visions is the creation of 
a new social order, spe-
cifically one designed by 

‘experts.’ They also have 
the hubris to anoint them-
selves as the experts to 
design this new order.

“The intellectual, by his 
whole disposition, is unin-
terested in technical details 
or practical difficulties. 
What appeal to him are 
broad visions, the spa-
cious comprehension of 
the social order as a whole 
which a planned system 
promises,” Hayek wrote.

Socialist intellectuals 
often misapply observa-
tions from the hard sciences 
as inspiration for designing 
a new society. Hayek noted 
that such intellectuals 
observed engineering tech-
niques that enabled man 
to organize the forces of 
nature (natural resourc-
es) and convert them 
into useful technology. 
These observations have 
“contributed a great deal 
toward the creation of the 
belief that a similar con-
trol of the forces of society 
would bring comparable 
improvements in human 
conditions.”

In short, Left-wing pro-
gressive intellectuals fancy 
themselves radicals, desir-
ing to overturn capitalism 
and traditional Western 

c u l t u r e , 
with them-
selves at 
the helm. 
But what 
are the best 
means for 

them to achieve their 
goals? For the ambi-
tious among them, an 
academic career pro-
vides a rosy opportu-
nity. For those radicals, 
“an intellectual career 
is the most promis-
ing path to both influ-
ence and the power to 
contribute to the achieve-
ment of his ideals,” Hayek 
explained.

Like most humans, 
Leftist intellectuals desire 
to exert influence and in 
turn feel important. Their 
desires to remake soci-
ety can only realistically 
be brought about through 
the existence of a mas-
sive government. A gov-
ernment in which these 
academics will be able to 
influence, under the guise 
of academic “expertise.” 
There is an inherent lib-
eral bias favoring greater 
social control by the state 
among academics in part 
because that is the only 
avenue academics have to 
become the social reform-
ists they desire to be.

Hayek also points out 
that the young are especial-
ly receptive to idealist the-
ories aimed at transform-
ing the world. “(S)ocialist 
thought owes its appeal to 
the young largely to its 
visionary character; the 
very courage to indulge 
in utopian thought is in 
this respect a source of 
strength to the socialists 

which traditional liberal-
ism sadly lacks,” Hayek 
explained.

The allure of advancing 
a utopian vision combined 
with classrooms full of 
highly amendable students 
proves to be a powerful 
magnet attracting Leftist 
intellectuals to academ-
ic positions. And once a 
majority of academics are 
progressives, then confir-
mation bias connects the 
dots for some to conclude 
that is the case because 
“that is how intelligent 
people think.”

As Hayek put it “The 
socialist will, of course, 
see in this merely a proof 
that the more intelligent 
person is today bound to 
become a socialist.”

Meanwhile, those wish-
ing to largely preserve tra-
ditional systems find other 
avenues to pursue per-
sonal success. Even those 
who fight for freedom and 
to roll back government 
are perceived, as Hayek 
described, as being merely 
“those who aim at a piece-
meal improvement of the 
existing order.” Such an 
approach does not excite 

the imagination of many 
young intellectuals.

Finally, there is the role 
played by naked self-inter-
est. Government subsidies 
and student financial aid 
make up a significant share 
of revenue to universities. 
Furthermore, government 
grants dominate funding 
for academic research. 
Academics reap financial 
benefits from government 
largesse. What a tidy coin-
cidence that most academ-
ics favor big government.

There’s no denying that 
an overwhelming majority 
of academics in universi-
ties across the country are 
liberal, progressive, social-
ist or otherwise Left-wing. 
To dismiss this fact with 
the thoughtless trope that 
“this is the way intelligent 
people think” displays a 
lack of genuine intellec-
tual curiosity. Academic 
research and intellectuals 
continue to exert influence 
on public policy and pub-
lic opinion. We at least 
owe it to ourselves to have 
a serious discussion about 
why there is such a lack 
of intellectual diversity on 
our college campuses.
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Cooper’s Medicaid 
Ploy Is No ‘Savior’

In the days since Roy Cooper 
became the governor, an 
interesting scenario has played 
out in my mind as a strategy that 
he may use early and often. It 
is simply a scheme wherein he 
does things or tries to do things 
that he and his leftist media 
cohorts can herald as “for the 
good of the people.” Never mind 
if what he attempts is illegal or 
does not make sound fiscal sense 
for the state and its taxpayers.

The scheme is intended to 
stampede citizens into voting 
for Democratic legislative 
candidates. I do not think 
this tactic ultimately will work, 
however.

A clear example of this scheme 
is the recent announcement 
by Cooper that he is going 
to expand Medicaid in North 
Carolina. Not caring that he is 
violating North Carolina law in 
so doing, Cooper has whipped 
up the Left as the savior of the 
uninsured. 

In a typical liberal reaction, 
professor David Schanzer of 
Duke University posted on 
Twitter: "Bravo to @NC_
Governor for providing health 
insurance to the working poor by 
expanding Medicaid. Finally, a 
sliver of decency in N. Carolina."

Susan Ladd, a columnist for the 
(Greensboro) News & Record, 
wrote that Cooper is “playing 
hardball.” Acknowledging his 
willingness to flout the law, Ladd 
wrote, “Cooper is daring the 
legislature to sue him by openly 
violating a 2013 state law that 
prohibits the governor from 
acting on his own to approve 
Medicaid expansion.” (On Jan. 
13, legislative leaders did file a 
lawsuit over the scheme, but 
against state and federal health 
officials, not Cooper.)

Ladd called the GOP majority 
in the General Assembly bullies 
and said Cooper has abandoned 
the notion of “playing nice” 
with them. She also cited a 
couple of older polls that seem 
to indicate that people want 

nccapitolconnection.com

BY MARK SHIVER Stop Roy Cooper from a 
�����������������������

Failing Welfare Program!
Roy Cooper has announced his intention to expand 
Medicaid by executive action. Expanding Medicaid is not 
only illegal under existing state law, but is bad policy for 
the health of the truly needy.

North Carolina law states:

“No department, agency, or institution of this State shall 
attempt to expand the Medicaid eligibility standards 
provided in S.L. 2011-145, as amended, or elsewhere 
in State law, unless directed to do so by the General 
Assembly.”

Even worse, Medicaid expansion in NC would soon cost 
taxpayers $600 million per year, with more than 80% of 
this new entitlement going to able-bodied adults (mostly 
men), not children.

Expansion would cost NC thousands of jobs and force 
people into an over-crowded program that already 
produces poor health outcomes. The truly needy would 
suffer from crowding out caused by the flood of new 
enrollees.

In taking this action, Roy Cooper is violating state law and 
����������������������������������������������

Tell Cooper: 
Follow the Law – No 
�������������������

Medicaid expansion. But her 
screed is hardball journalism 
that attempts to paint Cooper 
as the savior of the uninsured.

And Cooper’s scheme is 
doomed. In a post at www.
carolinajournal.com, John Hood 
wrote that trying to expand 
Medicaid is a “colossal blunder.” 
In an environment where the 
American people cannot get 
the burden of Obamacare from 
their backs fast enough, here 
is Cooper trying to expand a 
program that will obligate the 
state to spend millions, if not 
billions, and increase the role 
of government in the state’s 
health care.

The myth of “free” money 
from the federal government 
gets tossed around every 
time Medicaid expansion is 
mentioned. But a study released 
by the Civitas Institute in 
December 2015 explained that 
“free” money from the federal 
government usually comes with 
increased state and local taxes, 
or an obligation for a state to 
continue funding a program 
once the “free” federal money 
runs out.

Leftist sympathizers in the 
media can paint Cooper as a 
savior all they want, but the 
people of North Carolina are 
smarter than Ladd and her other 
cohorts may realize. Cooper 
can posture and pontificate 
all he wants, but the savior 
scheme is doomed. It is likely 
that jobs, increased teacher 
pay and an economic revival 
under conservative leadership 
mean more than progressive 
platitudes.�

Mark Shiver is host 
of the “What Matters 
in North Carolina” 
podcast. You can hear 
the show at www.
freedomactionnetwork.
com or download/
subscribe to it at the 
iTunes and Google Play 
stores. Name (First, M.I., Last)

Street Address                                                                    

City    State, Zip   County

Email

Phone  � Cell � Home � Business

Signature       Date

���������������������������������������

Follow NC 
Capitol Connection 

on Twitter!

@nccapconn
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wrote, “Cooper is daring the 
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violating a 2013 state law that 
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acting on his own to approve 
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against state and federal health 
officials, not Cooper.)
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the notion of “playing nice” 
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couple of older polls that seem 
to indicate that people want 
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In an environment where the 
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the burden of Obamacare from 
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program that will obligate the 
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billions, and increase the role 
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or an obligation for a state to 
continue funding a program 
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mean more than progressive 
platitudes.�

Mark Shiver is host 
of the “What Matters 
in North Carolina” 
podcast. You can hear 
the show at www.
freedomactionnetwork.
com or download/
subscribe to it at the 
iTunes and Google Play 
stores. Name (First, M.I., Last)

Street Address                                                                    

City    State, Zip   County

Email

Phone  � Cell � Home � Business

Signature       Date

���������������������������������������

Follow NC 
Capitol Connection 

on Twitter!

@nccapconn



CY
AN

  M
AG

EN
TA

   
YE

LL
OW

   
BL

AC
K

6    NC Capitol Connection, May, 2018

www.nccapitolconnection.com

Co
un

ty
To

ta
l V

ot
er

s
To

ta
l C

ha
ng

e
D

em
oc

ra
ts

D
em

oc
ra

t 
Ch

an
ge

Re
pu

bl
ic

an
s

Re
pu

bl
ic

an
 

Ch
an

ge
Li

be
rt

ar
ia

ns
Li

be
rt

ar
ia

n 
Ch

an
ge

U
na

ff
ili

at
ed

 
Vo

te
rs

U
na

ff
ili

at
ed

 
Ch

an
ge

To
ta
ls

6,
91
5,
59
4

11
,1
27

2,
65
4,
57
7

-1
,9
89

2,
07
7,
82
6

-6
7

35
,3
04

11
1

2,
14
7,
82
2

13
,0
10

AL
AM

AN
CE

10
0,
46
1

21
4

38
,0
69

-5
8

32
,9
50

54
49
9

7
28
,9
43

21
1

AL
EX
AN

D
ER

24
,2
88

-1
4

6,
17
5

-1
6

10
,7
72

-1
3

82
-1

7,
25
9

16
AL
LE
G
H
AN

Y
7,
40
5

14
2,
65
1

-1
1

2,
58
8

6
34

-1
2,
13
2

20
AN

SO
N

17
,3
02

21
11
,6
30

4
2,
46
9

3
20

-1
3,
18
3

15
AS

H
E

18
,8
87

36
5,
30
5

-3
6

8,
05
1

20
72

1
5,
45
9

51
AV

ER
Y

11
,7
32

39
1,
40
6

-9
6,
90
5

26
48

0
3,
37
3

22
BE

AU
FO

RT
32
,9
72

20
13
,2
13

-1
8

10
,7
19

-6
89

-3
8,
95
1

47
BE

RT
IE

14
,0
02

27
10
,0
16

11
1,
54
5

-4
24

0
2,
41
7

20
BL
AD

EN
22
,8
85

11
0

12
,6
67

-1
59

3,
88
7

11
6

38
-1

6,
29
3

15
4

BR
U
N
SW

IC
K

99
,1
24

39
1

27
,0
95

50
37
,0
55

11
7

37
2

5
34
,6
01

21
8

BU
N
CO

M
BE

19
3,
52
6

16
5

74
,7
12

1
45
,9
74

-8
5

1,
40
0

-2
71
,4
37

24
8

BU
RK

E
57
,9
69

-2
2

18
,2
83

-6
7

20
,6
49

3
26
4

1
18
,7
73

41
CA

BA
RR

U
S

13
4,
90
2

27
2

41
,2
33

-4
49
,1
40

59
76
7

6
43
,7
61

21
0

CA
LD

W
EL
L

54
,6
77

0
14
,1
66

-2
1

24
,5
82

4
35
6

-1
15
,5
72

18
CA

M
D
EN

7,
76
5

11
2,
25
7

-6
1

2,
43
6

-1
45

-1
3,
02
7

74
CA

RT
ER

ET
52
,1
93

19
2

12
,0
43

-3
4

22
,1
94

10
6

23
8

-5
17
,7
18

12
5

CA
SW

EL
L

15
,5
97

86
7,
89
1

15
3,
28
9

-1
34

34
-2

4,
38
3

20
7

CA
TA

W
BA

10
3,
80
1

14
2

25
,5
80

-2
99

44
,4
77

84
41
3

0
33
,3
30

35
7

CH
AT

H
AM

52
,5
71

22
7

20
,6
90

97
12
,9
21

-2
40

23
2

1
18
,7
28

36
9

CH
ER

O
KE
E

23
,0
77

40
5,
66
2

-1
43

9,
89
1

46
13
1

2
7,
39
3

13
5

CH
O
W
AN

10
,2
21

-8
4,
83
7

-2
7

2,
61
9

14
22

-1
2,
74
3

6
CL
AY

8,
60
8

11
1,
89
5

-4
5

3,
57
4

7
44

-1
3,
09
5

50
CL
EV

EL
AN

D
64
,2
91

-4
54

25
,9
47

-3
16

20
,9
14

-1
26

23
8

0
17
,1
91

-1
3

CO
LU

M
BU

S
37
,0
74

33
20
,6
88

-2
24

7,
11
9

26
58

-1
9,
20
9

23
2

CR
AV

EN
68
,4
21

12
2

22
,9
95

-2
6

23
,9
19

29
34
9

2
21
,1
58

11
7

CU
M
BE

RL
AN

D
21
3,
69
7

45
9

97
,7
95

68
49
,1
04

71
11
26

0
65
,6
72

32
0

CU
RR

IT
U
CK

19
,4
96

11
6

3,
97
0

-1
2

7,
16
5

44
15
1

2
8,
21
0

82
D
AR

E
29
,5
29

10
7

8,
78
0

1
9,
10
6

31
21
1

4
11
,4
32

71
D
AV

ID
SO

N
10
7,
27
2

37
5

26
,0
75

-5
82

50
,1
85

24
2

45
0

1
30
,5
61

71
3

D
AV

IE
29
,5
34

55
5,
44
1

-1
15
,0
18

18
11
1

1
8,
96
4

37
D
U
PL
IN

30
,0
11

-1
5

13
,9
66

-3
9

8,
08
6

-7
3

12
2

-1
7,
83
7

98
D
U
RH

AM
22
1,
88
3

1,
04
2

12
2,
64
1

44
1

27
,7
40

-2
44

1,
08
4

6
70
,4
16

83
7

ED
G
EC
O
M
BE

38
,2
03

26
26
,7
37

-2
5

6,
21
6

14
82

0
5,
16
8

37
FO

RS
YT
H

25
6,
05
8

24
4

10
4,
46
0

98
75
,8
33

-5
8

1,
23
5

5
74
,5
27

19
6

FR
AN

KL
IN

43
,6
92

48
18
,0
46

-2
0

13
,2
79

21
19
5

0
12
,1
72

47
G
AS

TO
N

14
2,
71
0

19
6

44
,5
25

7
54
,2
15

21
68
8

5
43
,2
82

16
3

G
AT

ES
8,
60
8

34
4,
56
8

-8
1,
75
8

-5
28

0
2,
25
4

47
G
RA

H
AM

6,
36
2

19
1,
89
8

-2
2,
80
3

0
20

0
1,
64
1

21
G
RA

N
VI
LL
E

38
,4
96

11
6

18
,7
28

29
9,
40
8

-1
3

14
4

2
10
,2
15

97
G
RE

EN
E

11
,3
97

14
6,
52
2

-1
0

2,
07
7

-2
22

0
2,
77
6

26
G
U
IL
FO

RD
36
7,
39
7

-2
75

16
7,
56
0

-2
95

94
,8
17

-8
6

1,
74
3

4
10
3,
27
0

95
H
AL
IF
AX

38
,2
35

10
5

25
,2
28

31
4,
64
0

-5
7

82
-1

8,
28
5

13
2

Ch
an

ge
s 

re
pr

es
en

t t
he

 d
iff

er
en

ce
 in

 v
ot

er
 re

gi
st

ra
ti

on
 b

et
w

ee
n 

M
ar

ch
 3

1,
 2

01
8 

an
d 

A
pr

il 
28

, 2
01

8

H
AR

N
ET

T
74

,0
11

15
4

26
,2

45
-1

9
25

,8
03

69
49

8
-3

21
,4

65
10

7
H

AY
W

O
O

D
44

,0
56

11
6

16
,5

07
-4

13
,3

47
25

24
6

2
13

,9
54

91
H

EN
D

ER
SO

N
83

,7
79

29
8

17
,9

33
-1

38
31

,5
18

66
43

5
-2

33
,8

90
36

9
H

ER
TF

O
RD

15
,3

74
69

11
,1

81
51

1,
48

4
-1

2
36

1
2,

67
3

29
H

O
KE

31
,9

93
12

0
15

,1
61

25
6,

74
6

8
19

3
1

9,
89

3
86

H
YD

E
3,

41
9

3
1,

97
6

-2
53

0
-2

13
1

90
0

6
IR

ED
EL

L
11

8,
51

3
24

8
30

,1
30

16
49

,0
41

92
56

4
5

38
,7

78
13

5
JA

CK
SO

N
28

,1
95

16
9

10
,1

31
34

7,
45

7
23

17
3

5
10

,4
33

10
6

JO
H

N
ST

O
N

12
4,

58
9

38
8

38
,4

78
63

47
,7

93
11

9
68

4
3

37
,6

33
20

2
JO

N
ES

7,
26

6
19

3,
53

7
-2

1,
83

1
12

21
0

1,
87

7
9

LE
E

36
,2

20
43

14
,6

56
-2

0
10

,2
91

8
17

0
2

11
,1

02
52

LE
N

O
IR

38
,4

04
-3

1
20

,8
45

-3
5

9,
51

0
-7

11
3

2
7,

93
6

9
LI

N
CO

LN
56

,8
92

12
8

13
,8

00
-1

54
24

,9
29

93
25

9
0

17
,9

04
18

9
M

AC
O

N
25

,7
04

77
6,

51
5

-1
0

10
,4

01
17

12
9

1
8,

65
8

68
M

AD
IS

O
N

16
,8

85
53

6,
54

8
3

4,
38

4
-9

10
3

3
5,

85
0

56
M

AR
TI

N
16

,9
30

-8
10

,0
77

-1
6

3,
30

2
-6

0
34

-7
3,

51
7

75
M

CD
O

W
EL

L
29

,2
58

22
8,

32
0

-1
4

11
,0

80
20

15
0

-1
9,

70
8

17
M

EC
KL

EN
BU

RG
72

0,
19

4
1,

07
9

31
6,

28
8

49
7

17
0,

20
9

-2
13

4,
33

3
2

22
9,

35
9

78
8

M
IT

CH
EL

L
10

,9
92

15
1,

13
5

-2
6,

63
9

0
29

0
3,

18
9

17
M

O
N

TG
O

M
ER

Y
16

,3
95

39
7,

08
4

-8
5,

02
5

3
60

-1
4,

22
4

43
M

O
O

RE
66

,6
61

17
1

16
,4

20
-6

27
,1

01
56

34
0

2
22

,8
00

11
9

N
AS

H
66

,0
80

-5
33

,1
87

-1
4

18
,6

89
-1

1
20

3
-1

14
,0

00
20

N
EW

 H
AN

O
VE

R
16

7,
11

9
29

3
52

,5
80

72
52

,8
44

9
1,

16
4

3
60

,5
26

20
4

N
O

RT
H

AM
PT

O
N

14
,5

39
2

10
,4

67
-1

4
1,

43
8

-1
8

20
0

2,
61

4
34

O
N

SL
O

W
10

5,
59

4
32

2
27

,4
95

-4
38

,3
13

13
7

90
7

0
38

,8
78

18
8

O
RA

N
G

E
11

3,
04

8
0

52
,3

03
5

16
,4

50
-7

1
72

3
1

43
,5

68
62

PA
M

LI
CO

9,
65

7
19

3,
80

2
-9

3,
13

5
15

37
0

2,
68

3
13

PA
SQ

U
O

TA
N

K
28

,6
94

14
1

13
,1

06
9

6,
08

5
-4

0
16

8
3

9,
33

3
16

7
PE

N
D

ER
40

,6
20

11
1

12
,5

85
-4

5
15

,2
61

60
23

6
4

12
,5

38
92

PE
RQ

U
IM

AN
S

9,
98

1
59

4,
06

5
6

2,
68

3
23

32
1

3,
20

0
28

PE
RS

O
N

26
,6

22
11

8
12

,0
17

13
6,

60
9

-1
5

98
1

7,
89

8
11

9
PI

TT
12

2,
04

9
84

55
,4

35
-3

4
31

,7
57

-8
7

71
2

-2
34

,1
44

20
6

PO
LK

15
,9

17
24

4,
39

0
-4

5,
55

9
3

80
-1

5,
88

8
26

RA
N

D
O

LP
H

91
,1

79
44

18
,7

53
-9

3
45

,7
32

-5
9

48
6

49
26

,2
08

14
7

RI
CH

M
O

N
D

30
,2

81
23

16
,5

36
-4

7
5,

89
2

11
73

2
7,

78
0

57
RO

BE
SO

N
75

,3
26

43
3

48
,3

27
-7

7
9,

50
1

-3
20

19
0

-6
17

,3
07

83
5

RO
CK

IN
G

H
AM

59
,7

53
62

22
,5

95
-7

9
20

,6
65

29
21

5
-2

16
,2

78
11

4
RO

W
AN

94
,3

26
77

27
,8

82
-1

3
38

,1
99

22
39

1
3

27
,8

54
65

RU
TH

ER
FO

RD
44

,8
14

61
14

,4
98

-2
07

16
,8

02
72

21
7

-2
13

,2
97

19
8

SA
M

PS
O

N
38

,0
93

-2
4

16
,3

42
-8

0
13

,9
16

-1
2

10
8

2
7,

72
7

66
SC

O
TL

AN
D

22
,4

49
39

12
,7

70
5

3,
70

0
-1

7
50

0
5,

92
9

51
ST

AN
LY

41
,3

38
12

3
11

,0
70

-7
9

18
,2

13
67

14
0

-1
11

,9
14

13
5

ST
O

KE
S

30
,9

84
24

7,
69

1
-1

3
14

,9
85

9
15

1
-1

8,
15

6
28

SU
RR

Y
45

,5
59

84
13

,6
08

-1
18

19
,1

85
54

11
5

0
12

,6
50

14
7

SW
AI

N
10

,3
09

28
3,

96
2

4
2,

66
8

15
30

-2
3,

64
9

11
TR

AN
SY

LV
AN

IA
25

,6
27

40
6,

67
7

-1
7

8,
24

3
7

11
6

-1
10

,5
91

51
TY

RR
EL

L
2,

41
3

2
1,

38
3

-5
35

4
-1

10
1

66
6

7
U
N
IO
N

15
3,
11
9

23
6

39
,4
78

30
63
,4
63

56
68
2

0
49
,4
96

15
0

VA
N
CE

29
,9
91

50
19
,7
35

12
4,
36
3

-3
0

68
0

5,
82
5

68
W
AK

E
71
9,
72
8

94
2

26
7,
40
7

27
1

18
8,
26
0

-1
29

4,
64
9

4
25
9,
40
6

79
0

W
AR

RE
N

13
,4
43

8
9,
23
9

4
1,
79
7

-1
33

0
2,
37
4

5
W
AS
H
IN
G
TO

N
8,
71
9

27
5,
82
6

11
1,
13
6

-4
27

0
1,
73
0

20
W
AT

AU
G
A

45
,6
67

97
12
,1
25

25
14
,0
37

10
50
7

6
18
,9
97

55
W
AY

N
E

74
,4
75

-1
32
,2
07

-1
4

23
,8
15

-8
30
0

0
18
,1
53

21
W
IL
KE
S

42
,6
43

7
9,
81
3

-3
6

21
,9
61

24
13
8

-1
10
,7
31

20
W
IL
SO

N
55
,4
61

80
29
,0
40

20
13
,4
59

-1
96

15
8

0
12
,8
03

25
5

YA
D
KI
N

23
,9
47

-9
4,
05
2

-1
1

13
,2
38

-6
75

1
6,
58
2

7
YA

N
CE
Y

13
,9
69

-7
51
16

-7
4,
90
9

-8
49

2
3,
89
5

6



NC Capitol Connection, May, 2018     7

www.nccapitolconnection.com

Co
un

ty
To

ta
l V

ot
er

s
To

ta
l C

ha
ng

e
D

em
oc

ra
ts

D
em

oc
ra

t 
Ch

an
ge

Re
pu

bl
ic

an
s

Re
pu

bl
ic

an
 

Ch
an

ge
Li

be
rt

ar
ia

ns
Li

be
rt

ar
ia

n 
Ch

an
ge

U
na

ff
ili

at
ed

 
Vo

te
rs

U
na

ff
ili

at
ed

 
Ch

an
ge

To
ta
ls

6,
91
5,
59
4

11
,1
27

2,
65
4,
57
7

-1
,9
89

2,
07
7,
82
6

-6
7

35
,3
04

11
1

2,
14
7,
82
2

13
,0
10

AL
AM

AN
CE

10
0,
46
1

21
4

38
,0
69

-5
8

32
,9
50

54
49
9

7
28
,9
43

21
1

AL
EX
AN

D
ER

24
,2
88

-1
4

6,
17
5

-1
6

10
,7
72

-1
3

82
-1

7,
25
9

16
AL
LE
G
H
AN

Y
7,
40
5

14
2,
65
1

-1
1

2,
58
8

6
34

-1
2,
13
2

20
AN

SO
N

17
,3
02

21
11
,6
30

4
2,
46
9

3
20

-1
3,
18
3

15
AS

H
E

18
,8
87

36
5,
30
5

-3
6

8,
05
1

20
72

1
5,
45
9

51
AV

ER
Y

11
,7
32

39
1,
40
6

-9
6,
90
5

26
48

0
3,
37
3

22
BE

AU
FO

RT
32
,9
72

20
13
,2
13

-1
8

10
,7
19

-6
89

-3
8,
95
1

47
BE

RT
IE

14
,0
02

27
10
,0
16

11
1,
54
5

-4
24

0
2,
41
7

20
BL
AD

EN
22
,8
85

11
0

12
,6
67

-1
59

3,
88
7

11
6

38
-1

6,
29
3

15
4

BR
U
N
SW

IC
K

99
,1
24

39
1

27
,0
95

50
37
,0
55

11
7

37
2

5
34
,6
01

21
8

BU
N
CO

M
BE

19
3,
52
6

16
5

74
,7
12

1
45
,9
74

-8
5

1,
40
0

-2
71
,4
37

24
8

BU
RK

E
57
,9
69

-2
2

18
,2
83

-6
7

20
,6
49

3
26
4

1
18
,7
73

41
CA

BA
RR

U
S

13
4,
90
2

27
2

41
,2
33

-4
49
,1
40

59
76
7

6
43
,7
61

21
0

CA
LD

W
EL
L

54
,6
77

0
14
,1
66

-2
1

24
,5
82

4
35
6

-1
15
,5
72

18
CA

M
D
EN

7,
76
5

11
2,
25
7

-6
1

2,
43
6

-1
45

-1
3,
02
7

74
CA

RT
ER

ET
52
,1
93

19
2

12
,0
43

-3
4

22
,1
94

10
6

23
8

-5
17
,7
18

12
5

CA
SW

EL
L

15
,5
97

86
7,
89
1

15
3,
28
9

-1
34

34
-2

4,
38
3

20
7

CA
TA

W
BA

10
3,
80
1

14
2

25
,5
80

-2
99

44
,4
77

84
41
3

0
33
,3
30

35
7

CH
AT

H
AM

52
,5
71

22
7

20
,6
90

97
12
,9
21

-2
40

23
2

1
18
,7
28

36
9

CH
ER

O
KE
E

23
,0
77

40
5,
66
2

-1
43

9,
89
1

46
13
1

2
7,
39
3

13
5

CH
O
W
AN

10
,2
21

-8
4,
83
7

-2
7

2,
61
9

14
22

-1
2,
74
3

6
CL
AY

8,
60
8

11
1,
89
5

-4
5

3,
57
4

7
44

-1
3,
09
5

50
CL
EV

EL
AN

D
64
,2
91

-4
54

25
,9
47

-3
16

20
,9
14

-1
26

23
8

0
17
,1
91

-1
3

CO
LU

M
BU

S
37
,0
74

33
20
,6
88

-2
24

7,
11
9

26
58

-1
9,
20
9

23
2

CR
AV

EN
68
,4
21

12
2

22
,9
95

-2
6

23
,9
19

29
34
9

2
21
,1
58

11
7

CU
M
BE

RL
AN

D
21
3,
69
7

45
9

97
,7
95

68
49
,1
04

71
11
26

0
65
,6
72

32
0

CU
RR

IT
U
CK

19
,4
96

11
6

3,
97
0

-1
2

7,
16
5

44
15
1

2
8,
21
0

82
D
AR

E
29
,5
29

10
7

8,
78
0

1
9,
10
6

31
21
1

4
11
,4
32

71
D
AV

ID
SO

N
10
7,
27
2

37
5

26
,0
75

-5
82

50
,1
85

24
2

45
0

1
30
,5
61

71
3

D
AV

IE
29
,5
34

55
5,
44
1

-1
15
,0
18

18
11
1

1
8,
96
4

37
D
U
PL
IN

30
,0
11

-1
5

13
,9
66

-3
9

8,
08
6

-7
3

12
2

-1
7,
83
7

98
D
U
RH

AM
22
1,
88
3

1,
04
2

12
2,
64
1

44
1

27
,7
40

-2
44

1,
08
4

6
70
,4
16

83
7

ED
G
EC
O
M
BE

38
,2
03

26
26
,7
37

-2
5

6,
21
6

14
82

0
5,
16
8

37
FO

RS
YT
H

25
6,
05
8

24
4

10
4,
46
0

98
75
,8
33

-5
8

1,
23
5

5
74
,5
27

19
6

FR
AN

KL
IN

43
,6
92

48
18
,0
46

-2
0

13
,2
79

21
19
5

0
12
,1
72

47
G
AS

TO
N

14
2,
71
0

19
6

44
,5
25

7
54
,2
15

21
68
8

5
43
,2
82

16
3

G
AT

ES
8,
60
8

34
4,
56
8

-8
1,
75
8

-5
28

0
2,
25
4

47
G
RA

H
AM

6,
36
2

19
1,
89
8

-2
2,
80
3

0
20

0
1,
64
1

21
G
RA

N
VI
LL
E

38
,4
96

11
6

18
,7
28

29
9,
40
8

-1
3

14
4

2
10
,2
15

97
G
RE

EN
E

11
,3
97

14
6,
52
2

-1
0

2,
07
7

-2
22

0
2,
77
6

26
G
U
IL
FO

RD
36
7,
39
7

-2
75

16
7,
56
0

-2
95

94
,8
17

-8
6

1,
74
3

4
10
3,
27
0

95
H
AL
IF
AX

38
,2
35

10
5

25
,2
28

31
4,
64
0

-5
7

82
-1

8,
28
5

13
2

Ch
an

ge
s 

re
pr

es
en

t t
he

 d
iff

er
en

ce
 in

 v
ot

er
 re

gi
st

ra
ti

on
 b

et
w

ee
n 

M
ar

ch
 3

1,
 2

01
8 

an
d 

A
pr

il 
28

, 2
01

8

H
AR

N
ET

T
74

,0
11

15
4

26
,2

45
-1

9
25

,8
03

69
49

8
-3

21
,4

65
10

7
H

AY
W

O
O

D
44

,0
56

11
6

16
,5

07
-4

13
,3

47
25

24
6

2
13

,9
54

91
H

EN
D

ER
SO

N
83

,7
79

29
8

17
,9

33
-1

38
31

,5
18

66
43

5
-2

33
,8

90
36

9
H

ER
TF

O
RD

15
,3

74
69

11
,1

81
51

1,
48

4
-1

2
36

1
2,

67
3

29
H

O
KE

31
,9

93
12

0
15

,1
61

25
6,

74
6

8
19

3
1

9,
89

3
86

H
YD

E
3,

41
9

3
1,

97
6

-2
53

0
-2

13
1

90
0

6
IR

ED
EL

L
11

8,
51

3
24

8
30

,1
30

16
49

,0
41

92
56

4
5

38
,7

78
13

5
JA

CK
SO

N
28

,1
95

16
9

10
,1

31
34

7,
45

7
23

17
3

5
10

,4
33

10
6

JO
H

N
ST

O
N

12
4,

58
9

38
8

38
,4

78
63

47
,7

93
11

9
68

4
3

37
,6

33
20

2
JO

N
ES

7,
26

6
19

3,
53

7
-2

1,
83

1
12

21
0

1,
87

7
9

LE
E

36
,2

20
43

14
,6

56
-2

0
10

,2
91

8
17

0
2

11
,1

02
52

LE
N

O
IR

38
,4

04
-3

1
20

,8
45

-3
5

9,
51

0
-7

11
3

2
7,

93
6

9
LI

N
CO

LN
56

,8
92

12
8

13
,8

00
-1

54
24

,9
29

93
25

9
0

17
,9

04
18

9
M

AC
O

N
25

,7
04

77
6,

51
5

-1
0

10
,4

01
17

12
9

1
8,

65
8

68
M

AD
IS

O
N

16
,8

85
53

6,
54

8
3

4,
38

4
-9

10
3

3
5,

85
0

56
M

AR
TI

N
16

,9
30

-8
10

,0
77

-1
6

3,
30

2
-6

0
34

-7
3,

51
7

75
M

CD
O

W
EL

L
29

,2
58

22
8,

32
0

-1
4

11
,0

80
20

15
0

-1
9,

70
8

17
M

EC
KL

EN
BU

RG
72

0,
19

4
1,

07
9

31
6,

28
8

49
7

17
0,

20
9

-2
13

4,
33

3
2

22
9,

35
9

78
8

M
IT

CH
EL

L
10

,9
92

15
1,

13
5

-2
6,

63
9

0
29

0
3,

18
9

17
M

O
N

TG
O

M
ER

Y
16

,3
95

39
7,

08
4

-8
5,

02
5

3
60

-1
4,

22
4

43
M

O
O

RE
66

,6
61

17
1

16
,4

20
-6

27
,1

01
56

34
0

2
22

,8
00

11
9

N
AS

H
66

,0
80

-5
33

,1
87

-1
4

18
,6

89
-1

1
20

3
-1

14
,0

00
20

N
EW

 H
AN

O
VE

R
16

7,
11

9
29

3
52

,5
80

72
52

,8
44

9
1,

16
4

3
60

,5
26

20
4

N
O

RT
H

AM
PT

O
N

14
,5

39
2

10
,4

67
-1

4
1,

43
8

-1
8

20
0

2,
61

4
34

O
N

SL
O

W
10

5,
59

4
32

2
27

,4
95

-4
38

,3
13

13
7

90
7

0
38

,8
78

18
8

O
RA

N
G

E
11

3,
04

8
0

52
,3

03
5

16
,4

50
-7

1
72

3
1

43
,5

68
62

PA
M

LI
CO

9,
65

7
19

3,
80

2
-9

3,
13

5
15

37
0

2,
68

3
13

PA
SQ

U
O

TA
N

K
28

,6
94

14
1

13
,1

06
9

6,
08

5
-4

0
16

8
3

9,
33

3
16

7
PE

N
D

ER
40

,6
20

11
1

12
,5

85
-4

5
15

,2
61

60
23

6
4

12
,5

38
92

PE
RQ

U
IM

AN
S

9,
98

1
59

4,
06

5
6

2,
68

3
23

32
1

3,
20

0
28

PE
RS

O
N

26
,6

22
11

8
12

,0
17

13
6,

60
9

-1
5

98
1

7,
89

8
11

9
PI

TT
12

2,
04

9
84

55
,4

35
-3

4
31

,7
57

-8
7

71
2

-2
34

,1
44

20
6

PO
LK

15
,9

17
24

4,
39

0
-4

5,
55

9
3

80
-1

5,
88

8
26

RA
N

D
O

LP
H

91
,1

79
44

18
,7

53
-9

3
45

,7
32

-5
9

48
6

49
26

,2
08

14
7

RI
CH

M
O

N
D

30
,2

81
23

16
,5

36
-4

7
5,

89
2

11
73

2
7,

78
0

57
RO

BE
SO

N
75

,3
26

43
3

48
,3

27
-7

7
9,

50
1

-3
20

19
0

-6
17

,3
07

83
5

RO
CK

IN
G

H
AM

59
,7

53
62

22
,5

95
-7

9
20

,6
65

29
21

5
-2

16
,2

78
11

4
RO

W
AN

94
,3

26
77

27
,8

82
-1

3
38

,1
99

22
39

1
3

27
,8

54
65

RU
TH

ER
FO

RD
44

,8
14

61
14

,4
98

-2
07

16
,8

02
72

21
7

-2
13

,2
97

19
8

SA
M

PS
O

N
38

,0
93

-2
4

16
,3

42
-8

0
13

,9
16

-1
2

10
8

2
7,

72
7

66
SC

O
TL

AN
D

22
,4

49
39

12
,7

70
5

3,
70

0
-1

7
50

0
5,

92
9

51
ST

AN
LY

41
,3

38
12

3
11

,0
70

-7
9

18
,2

13
67

14
0

-1
11

,9
14

13
5

ST
O

KE
S

30
,9

84
24

7,
69

1
-1

3
14

,9
85

9
15

1
-1

8,
15

6
28

SU
RR

Y
45

,5
59

84
13

,6
08

-1
18

19
,1

85
54

11
5

0
12

,6
50

14
7

SW
AI

N
10

,3
09

28
3,

96
2

4
2,

66
8

15
30

-2
3,

64
9

11
TR

AN
SY

LV
AN

IA
25

,6
27

40
6,

67
7

-1
7

8,
24

3
7

11
6

-1
10

,5
91

51
TY

RR
EL

L
2,

41
3

2
1,

38
3

-5
35

4
-1

10
1

66
6

7
U
N
IO
N

15
3,
11
9

23
6

39
,4
78

30
63
,4
63

56
68
2

0
49
,4
96

15
0

VA
N
CE

29
,9
91

50
19
,7
35

12
4,
36
3

-3
0

68
0

5,
82
5

68
W
AK

E
71
9,
72
8

94
2

26
7,
40
7

27
1

18
8,
26
0

-1
29

4,
64
9

4
25
9,
40
6

79
0

W
AR

RE
N

13
,4
43

8
9,
23
9

4
1,
79
7

-1
33

0
2,
37
4

5
W
AS
H
IN
G
TO

N
8,
71
9

27
5,
82
6

11
1,
13
6

-4
27

0
1,
73
0

20
W
AT

AU
G
A

45
,6
67

97
12
,1
25

25
14
,0
37

10
50
7

6
18
,9
97

55
W
AY

N
E

74
,4
75

-1
32
,2
07

-1
4

23
,8
15

-8
30
0

0
18
,1
53

21
W
IL
KE
S

42
,6
43

7
9,
81
3

-3
6

21
,9
61

24
13
8

-1
10
,7
31

20
W
IL
SO

N
55
,4
61

80
29
,0
40

20
13
,4
59

-1
96

15
8

0
12
,8
03

25
5

YA
D
KI
N

23
,9
47

-9
4,
05
2

-1
1

13
,2
38

-6
75

1
6,
58
2

7
YA

N
CE
Y

13
,9
69

-7
51
16

-7
4,
90
9

-8
49

2
3,
89
5

6



CY
AN

  M
AG

EN
TA

   
YE

LL
OW

   
BL

AC
K

8    NC Capitol Connection, May, 2018

www.nccapitolconnection.com

Former Civitas President 
Francis DeLuca received 
the Fidelis Award from the 
institute’s board of trustees 
at CLC. “The award was 
created to honor an indi-
vidual who has dedicated 
their life to the defense of 
conservative principles,” 
said Art Pope, current 
board chairman. “The first 
recipient really sets the 
standard for the award.” 

Pope noted that Fidelis is 
latin for “faithful” and one 
that many associate with 
the United States Marine 
Corps motto Semper Fi. 

DeLuca was praised by 
the board for his service 

to North Carolina for his 
policy leadership and con-
servative activism as well 
as for his military service 
to the nation. DeLuca 
joined the U.S.M.C. in 
1980 and served as a com-
bat naval aviator in Desert 
Storm and deployed to the 
Middle East for Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. He retired 
as a full colonel in 2011. 

In brief remarks, DeLuca 
thanked the assembled as 
well as conservative activ-
ists across the state saying 
they are the true recipients 
of this award.

Francis DeLuca Receives Inaugural Fidelis Award
BY RAY NOTHSTINE  

Remember this ratio: 
23:1. That’s the ratio of 
the number of registered 
Democrats for every reg-
istered Republican on the 
faculty in academic depart-
ments at UNC-Chapel Hill 
that address political and 
social issues. The findings 
are from a 2016 article 
in Econ Journal Watch 
and included in a recent 
opinion piece in the News 
and Observer by Michael 
Jacobs where he explained 
why the imbalance is not 
good for the institution or 
students.

That the UNC Chapel 
Hill faculty is dominated 
by Democrats and liberals 
is not news. Many would 

have guessed so. What you 
may not know is that the 
problem is as bad as it is. 
The study pulled data from 
forty schools, many of the 
top academic institutions 
in the nation. Twenty-nine 
of the schools were pri-
vate; eleven were public. 
UNC had the third high-
est ratio among the pub-
lic institutions listed. Only 
UC-Davis (25.8:1) and the 
University of Maryland 
(26:1) had higher ratios, 
than UNC-Chapel Hill.

Also, worth noting 
is that UNC ratios were 
significantly higher than 
other public institutions 
like UC-Berkeley (14.3:1), 
UCLA (8.8:1), Penn State 

(6:1) and Ohio State 
(3.2:1). Moreover, UNC 
Chapel Hill ratios were 
even higher than notable 
private institutions like 
Harvard (10.1:1), Yale 
(16.4:1), Stanford (11.1:1) 
and Duke (11.4:1).

Although, far from a 
scientific study (Twenty 
other institutions – both 
public and private — were 
excluded because state 
laws did not allow such 
information to be shared), 
UNC’s ratio certainly 
grabs the attention.

It is interesting to note 
that in this recent period 
of student demonstrations 
on campus, the campuses 
grappling most with free 

speech issues and disrup-
tions on campus – U.C. 
Berkeley, Middlebury et 
al, are also colleges with 
little balance on the fac-
ulty.

The larger question is: 
What can UNC-Chapel 
Hill do to correct the 
imbalance? It’s not an easy 
problem to correct. If an 
institution is weighted on 
one side of the political 
spectrum, a certain amount 
of self-selecting probably 
already occurs amongst 
individuals seeking to join 
the faculty. Some schools 
(Colorado) have sought to 
redress the imbalance by 
creating endowed “chairs” 
in conservative studies. 

That’s a start, but some 
critics say that may only 
memorialize conserva-
tives. A far better solu-
tion is for UNC-Chapel 
Hill to commit itself to 
intellectual diversity and 
take real steps to make 
itself a more appealing 
place for scholars of all 
political stripes. Providing 
a healthy environment for 
civil discourse is one step 
all sides can agree on. If 
UNC-Chapel Hill is seri-
ous about addressing the 
lack of intellectual diver-
sity on campus, there will 
be meaningful steps that 
follow.

Where Diversity is Ignored
BY BOB LUEBKE



NC Capitol Connection, May, 2018     9

www.nccapitolconnection.com

NC tracks and reports data through a yearly Teacher Attrition Report
Varied frustrations drive good teachers to leave the profession
State and local policy makers can take steps to retain good teachers

•
•
•

Where Have all the Teachers Gone?
BY REBECCA FAGGE

I’m reluctantly retired. 
I had planned to teach 
until my motorized scoot-
er wouldn’t fit between 
the desks. I didn’t want 
to leave classroom teach-
ing but I was drowning in 
data, meetings, and mean-
ingless paperwork. I grew 
tired of ending 
many days feel-
ing a mixture of 
suppressed rage 
and despair. One 
particular day’s 
challenges had 
been worse than 
usual. I attended 
a staff meeting 
first thing in the 
morning which 
lasted right up to 
the opening stu-
dent bell; the staff 
was chided for 
not writing les-
son plans with the 
mandated tem-
plate nor submit-
ting them a week 
in advance, with 
the reminder that 
these plans would 
be evaluated and 
scored. Later, a 
school aide showed up to 
take my class to lunch and 
recess while I hurried to a 
meeting with other teach-
ers on my grade level to 
be led in a discussion of 
what we thought a partic-
ular curriculum standard 
meant; Once defined, we 
had to create a meaning-
less assessment we all 
agreed to give so that we 

could collect and share 
the data with each other 
—supposedly to support 
one another in becoming 
more proficient in teaching 
that same vague standard. 
After bus duty at the end 
of the day, I had anoth-
er meeting: a committee 

appointed by the principal 
to discuss how we could 
make school more fun for 
our students. Frustrated 
with valuable time spent 
on such a useless endeav-
or, I thought, “Why can’t 
teachers be trusted to make 
day-to-day learning fun?”

With many of these frus-
trations in mind, I read 
the State of the Teaching 

Profession in North 
Carolina, or as it’s com-
monly known the teacher 
turnover report. The report 
was recently reviewed 
by the State Board of 
Education prior to sub-
mission to the General 
Assembly. As a retired 

teacher I was interested in 
the teacher comment sec-
tion in the report which 
said, “Many teachers with 
tremendous impact on stu-
dent achievement elect to 
leave employment” and “It 
is in the best interests of the 
state and LEAs to identify 
these teachers...and find 
ways to encourage them to 
remain employed...” These 

statements should make 
one question the reasons 
for the exodus of many 
accomplished teachers.

Unfortunately, the expe-
rience I described above 
is common to many in 
the teaching profession.  
Classroom teachers are 

overwhelmed with mandat-
ed meetings and data col-
lection, most of which does 
not inform future teaching 
decisions. In an effort to 
force weaker teachers to 
reflect on their methods, 
many systems also require 
teachers to turn in and 
adhere to detailed lesson 
plans written sometimes 
weeks in advance of actual 

instruction. Such require-
ments hinder the ability of 
teachers to remain flexible 
to student instructional 
needs. How laborious is 
it? Kindergarten teachers 
spend time monitoring and 
documenting how students 
hold pencils; all grade 

levels are man-
dated to admin-
ister assess-
ments that are 
often poorly 
constructed or 
developmental-
ly inappropri-
ate. If a child 
doesn’t per-
form well on 
some of these 
assessments , 
the teacher 
must develop 
a plan of inter-
vention for that 
child based 
directly on 
cited research 
and tracked 
on a confus-
ing digital 
template sup-
plied by DPI. 
Often, time and 

resources are spent in this 
process that could better 
serve the few students who 
truly need them. Teachers 
are tired of the elevated 
focus on data. Teachers 
are not engaged in the 
mass production process. 
Children are not academic 
widgets. Ask any teacher 
and you will more than 

(Continued on page 11)
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According to WRAL.
com, more than a dozen 
school districts are closing 
on May 16 so teachers can 
lobby legislators for bet-
ter pay in Raleigh. Wake, 
Durham, Asheville, and 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
are a few of the districts 

that will shut their doors. 
The rally sponsored 

by the North Carolina 
Association of Educators 
(NCAE), the state-wide 
affiliate of the National 
Education Association, 
coincides with the begin-
ning of the new legislative 

session. 
So, what does this 

mean? If public schools 
are closed, teachers don’t 
need to come to work. They 
also don’t need to take a 
day of personal leave to 
attend the rally. A sweet 
deal for teachers and the 

NCAE, which is using the 
rally in part to reverse its 
declining membership and 
strengthen its position for 
the November elections. 

How will the changes 
impact students? They will 
lose a day of instruction. 
Staff like bus drivers? They 

lose a day’s pay. Their par-
ents? They can scramble 
and make other arrange-
ments for their kids. 

But remember, it’s for 
the children.

More Than a Dozen School Districts
Closing for Protest
BY BOB LUEBKE

The above map shows the March 2018, 
not-seasonally adjusted, unemployment 
rates for North Carolina counties. (data 
from N.C. Department of Commerce) 

According to the North Carolina 
Department of Commerce, the March “not 
seasonally adjusted” statewide unem-
ployment rate was 4.3 percent, down 

0.4 percent from January. Hyde County 
reported the highest unemployment rate 
at 12.7 percent, while Buncombe County 
had the lowest at 3.3 percent. When com-
pared to March of 2017, not seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rates decreased in 
76 counties, increased in 17, and remained 
unchanged in seven.
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Where Have All the Teachers Gone?
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

likely hear frustration with 
the real or perceived lack 
of respect for their pro-
fessional judgment. Why 
aren’t the observations of 
an experienced teacher as 
valued as the research of 
an expert-du-jour?

So, what can we do 
to address these frustra-
tions? The good thing is 

it doesn’t take significant 
resources or time to allevi-
ate some of these frustra-
tions. Three simple steps 
could help.  First, we need 
to better monitor preser-
vice programs in our UNC 
system to promote quality 
preparation of new teach-
ers. Second, DPI should 
revise the certification pro-

cess to allow for lateral 
entry teachers to staff high 
need subject areas like 
math, science and tech-
nology. Lastly, on a local 
level, school systems need 
to give teachers a great-
er voice in how money 
is allocated and spent on 
instruction.

It has been said that 

teaching today is like being 
in a bad marriage; one only 
stays in it for the chil-
dren. I have hope, though, 
that North Carolina poli-
cy makers can help make 
our teachers a recogniz-
able professional force that 
propels personal academic 
growth and strengthens our 
communities.

Becky Fagge is a Civitas 
contributor and a former 
teacher with the Winston-
Salem Forsyth County 
Schools.  She is now 
retired and lives with her 
husband, Larry,  in High 
Point, North Carolina.

Attendance Up as Greg Gutfeld and Dennis Prager Shine at CLC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tion of rights, particularly 
inherent rights like speech 
and the right to bear arms.

Prager said the American 
Founders were so suc-
cessful in launching the 
American experiment 
because they understood 
the deep “correlation 
between God and human 
freedom.” They under-

stood and said, “we are 
free because God wants us 
to be free.”

Maggie Horzempa, 
another CLC attendee, 
is chairwoman of the 
UNC-Chapel Hill College 
Republicans. Horzempa 
noted that former Gov. Pat 
McCrory was her favorite 
speaker. “He really goes 

past the scheme of politics 
and cares about people and 
that makes a big difference 
in the world.” She cited her 
grandfather who served in 
the Air Force for 28 years 
for helping to shape her 
conservative principles. 
As for CLC, Horzempa 
declared it’s important 
to “get out of the liberal 

bubble in Chapel Hill and 
see where we can make an 
impact in and across North 
Carolina.” 

Greg Gutfeld, one of the 
hosts of the “The Five” 
on Fox News delivered 
an immensely entertain-
ing address to a packed 
room on April 14. Gutfeld 
sparred few lawmak-

ers, making fun of many 
politicians in the public 
sphere, while uplifting 
freedom and the dangers 
of government growth and 
centralized power. A few 
days later Gutfeld praised 
his time in Raleigh and at 
CLC on the broadcast of 
“The Five” on Fox News. 
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Promoting his new book 
“Scalia Speaks: Reflections 
on Law, Faith, and Life 
Well Lived,” Christopher 
Scalia gave an extreme-
ly popular address at the 
Conservative Leadership 
Conference on April 14. 

In compiling the remarks 
for the book about his 
famous Supreme Court 
Justice father, Antonin 
Scalia, he noted that he 
was “struck by the vari-
ety of speeches, and want-
ed this collection to be 
enjoyed by non-legal spe-
cialists.” Scalia said that 
even he was surprised that 
his father had spoken to 
so many associations and 
groups unrelated to the 
law. 

Justice Scalia was almost 
always speaking and writ-
ing, even by way of his 
legal decisions, to educate 
the citizenry. “The point 
was to challenge listen-
ers out of complacency, to 
inspire them by not affirm-
ing what they knew to be 
true, but by provoking 
them into reconsidering 

their preconceptions.” Of 
course, many legal schol-
ars and those interested in 

policy flipped first 
to hear what Scalia 
had to say about 
an issue before the 
high court. 

Scalia noted in 
his remarks that his 
dad did not have a 
villain in mind for 
his speeches except 
for the idea of a 
“living constitu-
tion.” Justice Scalia 
declared that the 
living constitution 
gives “judges too 
much power over 
the people and leg-
islature.” As Justice 
Scalia liked to say, 
“The living con-
stitution can take 
rights away just as 
easy as it can grant 
them.” After all, restraints 
on the power of govern-
ment are more important 
than our modern or con-
temporary understanding 
of rights. “If you care pas-
sionately about something 
has become the only test 
to determine if something 

is constitutional. How pas-
sionately do you care?” 
Scalia once wrote.

He implored  students-
to read “The Federalist 
Papers,” especially law 
students. “Try to find a 
practice that enables you to 
have a human existence,” 
Scalia once told law stu-
dents when asked about 
career advice. “I’m not 
talking about time for goof-

ing off; I’m talking about 
time to attend to your other 
responsibilities—to your 

family, to your church or 
synagogue, to your com-
munity. All of those are 
real responsibilities.”

Thankfully because of 
Justice Scalia and The 
Federalist Society there is a 
new generation of lawyers 
and judges who have been 
shaped by judicial restraint 
and founding principles.

Most importantly, 
Justice Scalia believed 
that society requires reli-
gious virtue to thrive and 
sustain itself. He often 
quoted Cardinal John 
Henry Newman who said, 
“Knowledge is one thing, 
virtue is another.”

After his death in 2016, 
Justice Scalia was ulti-
mately replaced on the 

Supreme Court by Justice 
Neil Gorsuch, another 
proponent of originalism. 
“Sometimes people talk 
about members of their 
profession as lions, and I 
often have a difficult time 
understanding the analogy, 
not so with Justice Scalia,” 
Gorsuch said. “He was in 
his personal life docile, 
and in his public life he 
had a roar that could be 
heard for miles.”

Scalia remains immense-
ly quotable and the contin-
ued interest in his legacy 
and judicial philosophy 
is only beneficial to our 
Republic.

Christopher Scalia Talks Originalism
and Civic Virtue at CLC
BY RAY NOTHSTINE

“As Justice Scalia liked to say, ‘The living 
constitution can take rights away just as easy as 
it can grant them.’”


